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The Issue The Korean VP anaphor (VPA) kule-ha ‘do so’ has often been argued to be a result of
the deletion and replacement of an articulated VP structure late in the derivation (e.g. Ha 2010).
In this paper, we present data that does not support such a characterization. Building upon Kim
and Han’s (2013) findings that revealed an inter-speaker variation regarding the availability of
quantificational binding of Korean pronoun ku ‘he’, we conducted an experiment to examine the
(un)acceptability of sloppy identity interpretation in the VPA construction such as (1). If the VPA
is indeed derived from a late deletion of an articulated VP, and thus has an unpronounced internal
structure to house ku, the distribution of the sloppy reading of ku and the quantificational binding
of ku should be identical; however, such a pattern was not found. We take this empirical finding to
be evidence for the view that the Korean VPA is an atomic unit with no hidden syntactic structure.

(1) Tom-i
Tom-NOM

ku-uy
he-GEN

mwul-ul
water-ACC

masi-ess-ko,
drink-PAST-and

Ken-to
Ken-also

kule-ha-yess-ta.
so.do-PAST-DECL

‘Tom drank his water, and Ken did so, too.’

The Experiment 37 Korean native speakers participated in two sessions, at a month’s interval.
In each session, they judged whether a target sentence described a given context truthfully. Each
target sentence was a VPA construction (1) or a sentence with motwu ‘everyone’ as the subject
and ku as the possessor (e.g. motwu-ka ku-uy mwul-ul masi-ess-ta. ‘Everyone drank his water.’).
Each context was biased towards bound or free interpretation of ku in the target sentence. Thus,
two factors with two levels each were tested in each session: Sentence Type (VPA or Non-VPA)
and Context Type (bound or free). Each participant received 16 test items (4 per condition) and 56
fillers per session in a random order. The test items were different between sessions.
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Findings A clear bimodal distribution was observed in the
NonVPA-bound (quantificational binding) condition in each session,
with only about half the participants accepting the bound reading of
ku. A linear regression analysis revealed a high correlation (r=0.71,
p<.001) between the two sessions in the NonVPA-bound condition.
These results replicate Kim and Han’s (2013) findings that there exists
a stable between-speaker variation regarding the availability of vari-
able binding of ku. Thus, if ku is indeed present, but unpronounced, in
the VPA site, and if sloppy reading of a pronoun is licensed through
variable binding, as generally claimed in the literature (Sag 1976,
Williams 1977), the distribution in the VPA-bound (sloppy) condi-
tion is predicted to pattern with the NonVPA-bound. However, this
prediction was not borne out. In both sessions, we found a significant
difference in acceptances between the NonVPA- and the VPA-bound
conditions (p<.01), and a moderate (not high) correlation between the
two conditions (r=0.51, p<.001). The results suggest that the VPA
has no deleted internal structure, and thus the highly accepted sloppy
identity reading of ku should be attributed to a mechanism other than
variable binding.

Discussion and Conclusion Given the above empirical findings, we propose that the Korean
VPA is an overt pro-form initially present in the derivation, the interpretations of which, including
the sloppy identity, are resolved through pragmatic inferences. This is compatible with Hoji’s
(2003) analysis of the Japanese VPA as a deep anaphor in Hankamer and Sag’s (1976) sense. It
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follows from our proposal that movement out of the VPA site should be impossible, as movable
elements were never existent. We leave the task of testing this prediction for future research.
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